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The Division of Student Affairs sponsored its annual Program Appreciation Week on 

October 16 - 20, 2017. This student engagement event provided an opportunity for 

all CDU students to have a conversation with their peers and student affairs practi-

tioners, exploring their favorite subject and program selection choice. Foam boards 

were cover with colorful sticky notes, telling the vibrant narrative of our mighty lions. 

Participants were invited to enjoy a warm Krispy Kreme donut. The experience was 

impactful and the Division of Student Affairs looks forward to hosting another Pro-

gram Appreciation Weeklong event during the next academic year.    

Program Appreciation
Week
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Charles R. Drew University Student Organiza-
tion, Break the Chains participated in the AIDS 
Walk Los Angeles event on October 15, 2017. 
Break the Chains conducted a bake sale fund-
raiser, securing a donation of over $200 dollars 

for the event. The funds raised at the event 
provide APLA Health’s prevention, care, and 
advocacy programs for the thousands of men, 
women, and families affected by the disease in 
Los Angeles County.

Break the Chains at 
AIDS Walk Los Angeles
Charles R. Drew University Student Organization Break the Chains raises funds 
and participates in the AIDS Walk Los Angeles on October 15, 2017.

I am pleased to announce this Student 
Affairs Newsletter November 2017 
issue marks our one year anniversary 
of production! It has been a deeply 
rewarding experience working with 
my fellow editor, Dakota McMahand 
to chronicle the various activities that 
have transpired throughout the year. 
Capturing the vibrant campus life here 
at CDU has been transformative. In this 
issue, we acknowledge this milestone 
with a picture of all the issues we have 
produced over the year. Our objec-
tive with this publication is to ensure 
that our mighty lion family remains 
informed and engaged as we work 
together to create a dynamic student 
life experience. As always, I invite you 
to peruse the pages of this issue. If 
you have celebrations to share, please 
submit selections to the Division of 
Student Affairs! Enjoy.

-Dr. Jinny Oh, Student Affairs Dean          

Chief Roy Choi, who gained notoriety for creating 
“food that isn’t fancy” and establishing the food 
truck movement, visited the CDU campus on 
Monday, October 16, 2017. He has been fea-
tured on the Food Network channel, NY Times 
bestseller and was recently included in the 2016 
TIME 100 Most Influential People in the World 
list. Seeking to bring fresh and affordable food to 
South Los Angeles, Roy Choi and Daniel Patterson 
established Locol - a fast food restaurant which 
seeks to empower underserved communities. 

3

LOCOL Truck 
owner Roy Choi 
Visits CDU

Student Affairs
Updates

With Dr. Jinny Oh

Dakota McMahand,

Co-Editor of the 
Student Affairs 
Newsletter



White Coat Ceremony
A University tradition event!

The Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences Class of 2018 white coat 
ceremony took place on September 28th. The white coat ceremony is a 
milestone event, which marks the official beginning of the student’s jour-
ney through their biomedical sciences education at CDU. 

The ceremony was attended by Dr. Steve O. Michael, CDU provost; Dr. Hec-
tor Balcazar, COSH Dean; Dr. Monica Ferrini, Department Chair;  Dr.  Jorge 
Artaza, Dr. Thomas Magee, Dr. Victor Chaban and Dr. Suzanne Porszasz-
Reisz, faculty in the Biomedical Sciences program.

“I am current a second-year student in the 
MPH program. My academic career at CDU 
traces back to the Pre-Med Postbacc Program 
when it was under COSH. Both my career 
and academic path have taken me on an 
amazing journey over the past several years, 
but it will lead me to one day becoming a 
physician. It has been a goal of mine since 
I was in fourth grade. My interests include 
reading, especially autobiographies. I also 
love to cross-stitch.  I have 13-year-old son, so 
when time permits we visit the mall or watch 
a movie. Being a Mighty Lion means using 
one’s internal strength and courage to advo-
cate for historically underserved populations. 
I truly believe in CDU’s mission of ensuring 
equitable health for all while striving to be 
a compassionate and humble public service 
professional. I look forward to giving back to 
the CDU as a Student Trustee”. 

Meet Lucia Vides,
CDU Student Trustee
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We are happy to announce the recent arrival of two visiting scholars from 
China who will be hosted at CDU for a one-year exchange until Septem-
ber 2018. Jian Wang, MD graduated from the Bethune Medical College of 
Jilin University. She works in the Department of Neonatology at the First 
Hospital of Jilin University located in Changchun City, Jilin Province. She is 
also currently a PhD student in Nutrition and Food Hygiene in the School of 
Public Health of Jilin University. Dr. Wang will work under the supervision 
of CDU faculty member, Dr. Yanjun Liu in the College of Medicine, division 
of Endocrinology on the research topic, “The effect of gestational diabetes 
mellitus on the hypothalamus of the offspring”.

Jiequing Li, MD, PhD graduated with both degrees from West China School 
of Medicine, Sichuan University. She is an attending physician in the Depart-
ment of Breast Surgery in the Tianjin Central Hospital of Gynecology and 
Obstetrics in Tianjin, China. Her major work is in the field of mammary gland 
inflammatory disease and treatment of malignant breast tumor. Dr. Li will 
work under the supervision of CDU Assistant Professor, Yong Wu in the Col-
lege of Medicine, Division of Internal Medicine on the research topic, “The 
effects of acetaldehyde on TGF-beta signaling pathway in breast cancer.”

Stay tuned for new updates as additional international exchange scholars 
visit CDU in the near future.

Provost 
with Dr. Steve Michael
Corner
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The State of our University is the strongest it has ever been. In fact, we’re excel-
lent. - Dr. David Carlisle, CDU President and CEO

Physician Assistant Week

State of the University

Physician Assistant Week: A 50 year strong profession!

Each year, from October 6-12, students in the 
CDU Master of Health Science, Physician As-
sistant (PA) Program participated in PA Week. 
It serves as an opportunity to recognize the 
profession and its contributions to the nation’s 
health. 2017 marks the 50th year celebration 
of the profession. The CDU PA program ended 
its PA Week celebration with a public service 
project. The class decided to clean the areas 
surrounding the campus. Two groups cleaned 
up 118th street, Compton Avenue, Holmes 

Avenue., and Wilmington Avenue. Students 
received positive responses from community 
for their efforts. Acknowledging the homeless 
population, student also delivered hygiene 
bags, sandwiches and water to the homeless 
population underneath the 105 freeway. As PA 
student exclaims, “seeing their smiles made it 
all worth it! They knew immediately that we 
were from CDU! We had an amazing day and 
can’t wait to get back into the community”.     

Read the entire university address at https://www.cdrewu.edu/assets/broadcast/file/DrDavid-
MCarlisle2017StateoftheUniversityAddress.pdf 

On Saturday, October 14, 2017, 
the CDU Enhanced Post Bacca-
laureate (EPB) students attended 
the UC Davis Pre-Health Confer-
ence in Davis, CA. The day-long 
conference, which hosted 4,500 
pre-health students from various 
disciplines, featured representa-
tives from a myriad of health 
professional schools, and impor-
tant information on application 
processes and financial resources. 
The conference also consisted 
of various workshops including 
interprofessional, chiroprac-
tic, clinical lab science, genetic 
counseling and a host of other 
additional areas. “The conference 
allows students the opportunity 
to practice their communication 
and networking skills,” Dr. Ngozi 
Chukwu, director of the EPB pro-
gram remarked, “both of which 
will be increasingly important in 
their journeys toward careers as 
physician leaders in underserved 
communities.”

On October 10, 2017, Dr. Carlisle 

delivered the State of the 

University address. Speaking 

before a captivated audience 

of students, faculty, staff, and 

community members, Dr. 

Carlisle acknowledged the 

university’s excellence and awe-

someness over the last year in 

education, research, and com-

munity involvement. Dr. Carlisle 

commissioned the audience to 

be purposeful as the university 

moves into its next chapter.

UC Davis 
Pre-Health 
Conference
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Radiologic
Live Lab 
In May 2015, the Parson’s Founda-
tion approved a $250,000 grant 
to Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science to construct 
a Radiologic Live Lab for the Radio-
logic Technology Program. Demoli-
tion of the old radiologic technology 
program lab and classroom began 
on January 4, 2017 paving the way 
for construction of the new lab. The 
new lab includes the following: 

• A new computer and digital  
 radiography software equip 
 -ment required to operate  
 the new scanner/equipment

• New AV systems for the  
 classroom podium

• 35 new desks which replaced  
 the old desks, providing  
 students with more surface  
 area for notetaking and lap 
 -tops

On Monday, September 18, 2017 all 
aspects of the Radiologic Live Lab 
construction and equipment installa-
tions were completed.

Professor  Eugene Hasson, Driector of the Radiologic Technology 
Program in the College of Science and Health at CDU
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During the month of October the College of Science and Health Dean’s Office 
collaborated with the facilities team to upgrade the several classrooms with 
new furniture.

 Telephone contact: 323.563.3343 

 E-mail contact:  Studentaffairs@cdrewu.edu

 Editors:   Jinny Oh and Dakota McMahand

Let’s keep in touch! www.cdrewu.edu/students

Division of Student Affairs

Charles R. Drew Unviersity of Medicine and Science

COSH Classrooms Upgrade 
with New Furniture


